
THE REGULAR BAKER CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS HELD WEDNESDAY, February 6, 2019 AT 
7:00 PM IN THE FALLON COUNTY COURTROOM. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor; JoDee Pratt, Councilors; Pat Ehret, Leigh Ann LaCroix and Steve Zachmann, City 
Attorney; Rich Batterman, Fire Chief; Tom Bruha, Director of Public Works; Luke Holestine, 
Planning and Zoning; Mary Grube, Recreation Director; Angie Rabbitt and Deputy Clerk; Brenda 
Dietz. 
 
ABSENT:  Police Chief; Mike Reddick, Councilor; Steve Fradenburgh and Clerk Treasurer; Kevin 
Dukart 
 
GUESTS: Shannon Hewson, Karol Zachmann, Kyle Shear, Jim Heaton, Rich Menger and Roy Rost 
 
Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Steve Zachmann to approve the minutes of the meeting 
of January 16, 2019 as presented.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Pat Ehret to approve payment of claims for January 2019 
as listed.  Motion Carried.   All Aye. 
 
Chief Reddick arrived at 7:03 pm. 
 
Karol Zachman on behalf of Friends of FMC Foundation presented the Council with information 
on their upcoming 7th Annual St. Patrick’s Leapin Leprechaun Race and 2nd Annual Pub Crawl to 
be held Saturday, March 16, 2019.  Karol asked the Council if the open container ordinance could 
be lifted for a designated area as it was last year for the Pub Crawl.  Chief Reddick stated that 
they would have extra officers on duty that night so he felt it wouldn’t be a problem.  Rich 
Batterman stated that as a business owner he would like to see the open container lifted after 5 
pm.  Karol agreed to this also.  She also reminded everyone that all the proceeds will go toward 
scholarships for those going into a medical field.  Motion by Leigh Ann, 2nd by Pat Ehret to lift the 
open container for the FMC Pub Crawl in a designed area only.  Motion Carried. Leigh Ann LaCroix 
and Pat Ehret voted aye.  Steve Zachmann abstained.  
 
Rich Batterman presented an updated draft agreement for the Park Department.  He stated this 
has already been submitted to the County. 
 
Rich also stated that there were some liability concerns on the Recreation Department 
agreement and presented a draft. 
 
Rich maintained that he had several concerns regarding the Maintenance Agreement with the 
County.  One of the concerns was the fact that it did not address the City’s equity in the building 
as was in the original agreement along with other verbiage that was removed.  Roy Rost stated 
that this agreement does not replace the original agreement but addresses the payment portion 
only.  Rich stated that by not ratifying it, it does replace the original document.  Leigh Ann stated 
that she would suggest Rich retain the information that was omitted from the agreement and 
meet with the County Attorney, Darcy Wassmann.  This was agreed to. 
 
Deputy Clerk, Brenda Dietz presented information on the cellular service for the City of Baker and 
the different carriers available since Mid-Rivers will no longer carry cellular service and was 
bought out by Verizon.  Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Steve Zachmann to proceed with 
Verizon for cellular service for the City. Motion Carried. All Aye. 
 
Mayor Pratt presented cost information for a new generator.  Luke reported that insurance will 
pay approximately $10,000 less a $1,000 deductible and that they have already paid for repairs 
to the existing generator.  The cost for the new one does not include cost for installation.  Luke 
estimated this cost to be approximately $700.00 for installation, setup and should only take one 
day.  Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Steve Zachmann to approve purchase of a new 
generator.  Motion Carried. All Aye. 
 



Luke reported on the proposed agreement with TransCanada for the purchase of approximately 
10 million gallons of lagoon water.  Luke stated that he didn’t see a problem with allowing the 
water use.  Motion by Steve Zachmann to approve of this agreement.  County Sanitarian, Rich 
Menger stated that he will have to know if there is going to be human contact with the water.  
Mayor Pratt informed Rich that it is to be used for dust control.  Rich has not had direct contact 
with Travis Jones of KLJ to ask questions and they may have to chlorinate like the golf course does 
if there is any human contact.  Luke stated as far as he knows it would be used for dust control, 
construction use and dirt compaction.  DEQ regulations will be followed.  Rich Batterman 
suggested to address the sanitation and DEQ requirements prior to approval.  No second on the 
motion and Steve Zachmann withdrew his motion. 
 
Mary Grube of Zoning and Planning presented the need for Resolution #691, a resolution to 
establish subdivision fees that were erroneously omitted from the Subdivision Regulations that 
were adopted in 2014.  Rich Batterman explained the different development phases and review 
procedures.  Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Steve Zachmann to approve Resolution 
#691.  Motion Carried.  LaCroix, Zachmann and Ehret voted aye.   
 
Shannon Hewson of Brosz Engineering explained the water right transfer from well #2 to well #8.  
The transfer would be an easier option rather than applying for new rights.  Motion by Leigh Ann 
LaCroix, Second by Pat Ehret to approve of the transfer of water rights.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
The employee MMIA benefit membership notice for 2019-2020 was presented to the City Council 
as information only. Included in it was the time frame for open enrollment. 
 
There was discussion on the Fiscal Year 2018 Management Discussion and Analysis report.  No 
action was taken at this time. 
 
Angie Rabbitt, Recreation Director requested to purchase two computers for the Rec. Dept.  The 
county will pay for these and bill ½ to the city.  Motion by Steve Zachmann, Second by Pat Ehret 
to approve this purchase.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Angie recommended to hire Jeff Schneider as the full-time Recreation Assistant at the wage 
stated in her previous request to hire.  Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Pat Ehret to 
approve this recommendation.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Luke reported on a request by Great Plains to reschedule the tank repairs because of the weather.  
They will possibly start the last part of February. 
 
Mayor Pratt discussed the BLM survey that the city received.  Rich Batterman stated that it would 
involve the old landfill property and explained the type of mining that was presented on the 
survey.  Rich will prepare a letter stating the Council’s wishes on this.  Motion by Pat Ehret, 
Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to have Rich prepare a letter.  All Aye.  Motion Carried.  Motion by 
Steve Zachmann, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to select against mining of this property.  Motion 
Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Mayor Pratt brought up that the city’s streets are in dire need of repair.  Public Works Dept. will 
do a lot of the preliminary work in preparation of a chip seal project.  Shannon Hewson has been 
working on cost estimates.   
 
Discussion was held on what options were available for the section of town east of Highway 7 
and west of Baker Lake which has never had a SID for paving.  Options were; a SID or go back to 
gravel as any repairs do not hold because of lack of a base, curb and gutters. Shannon stated that 
cost to do a total reconstruction could amount to an estimated cost of $2,500 per lot per year for 
15 years. Chip and seal anywhere from $250-$600 per lot per year.  He would recommend a chip 
and seal. 
 
Mayor Pratt would like a committee formed of Council and landowners from the area with no 
SID by the lake.  There is a need to keep their costs down.  Leigh Ann inquired as to where these 



funds would come from.  Mayor Pratt stated that the streets just need repaired.  Steve inquired 
as to the process of a SID.  Rich Batterman explained this process and also the option for objecting 
and voting out a SID.  Shannon stated that the committee would iron out some of the details to 
bring to the council.  Mayor Pratt suggested to send a letter to all residents in this area inviting 
them to a meeting.   
 
Shannon also stated that the current city streets are deteriorating severely.  Steve Zachmann 
asked Mayor Pratt what is the time line for the repairs.  Mayor Pratt would like to see something 
done by next year.  Shannon informed the council that the design process should be set by Sept. 
of this year if not earlier if the city wanted a project completed next year.  Jim Heaton inquired if 
there were any alternatives to a chip and seal.  Slurry is an alternative. 
 
FIRE DEPT. INPUT: 
Tom reported that the department assisted Plevna on a structure fire.  Tom reminded all present 
to check their sewer vents due to the extreme cold weather. 
 
RECREATION INPUT: 
Angie is wrapping up winter activities and scheduling spring ones.   
 
She met with County Commissioners on Baseball Board.  It appears that the County Commission 
would like to purchase or be given the uniforms to give to the Baseball Board.  Angie also 
recommends a User Agreement for them to use the city ball field.  Angie inquired that with the 
new Park Agreement would the city have control of the field.  She also has concerns if this board 
dissolves and we longer have any uniforms or equipment; the city will have to bear the expense 
of purchasing these items.  Steve Zachmann would like to have a recommendation to rent 
uniforms for next meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. INPUT: 
Luke reported that they have been working on the communication system between the wells.  
They will be testing well #8 soon.  Everything looks good though.  The 28th Luke went to Helena 
and presented the application for the TSEP Grant.  It was very informative.  The crew has been 
doing a lot of snow removal.  All the blade operators are new and are doing very well.  There 
have been very few complaints.  The emergency pumps are working and up and running. 
 
POLICE INPUT: 
Mike reported that it’s been busy.  Pat Ehret asked how the new officers are doing.  Mike 
reported that they are doing good and one officer is at the academy and doing well. 
 
PARKS INPUT: 
Mayor Pratt reported that Robbie was plugging along. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY INPUT: 
Rich reported that he received a call from Planner, Forrest Sanderson, and a plat for Eagle Land 
will be submitted soon for approval.  He advised the council that discussion regarding the plat 
will need to be held at public meeting only and not in private. 
 
CITY COUNCIL INPUT; 
Ehert – Pat may not be here for the next meeting. 
 
LaCroix – Thanked Angie and the Police Dept. for going above and beyond. 
 
Zachmann – Thanked the Public Works Dept. for getting the snow removed. 
 
The following payroll was approved as submitted: 
2930 Sara Berger $99.23, 2931 Kent Ehret $1,663.00, 2932 Pattie Ehret $309.45, 2933 Maleah 
Graham $203.46, 2934 Alissa Miller $146.17, 2935 Marnie Moberg $258.41, 2936 AFLAC emp 
w/h $82.48, 2937 MMIA health ins. $16,953.45. 2938 MT CSED SDU emp w/h $195.28, 2939 MT 
Dept. of Revenue emp w/h $2,601.30, 2940 MT CSED emp w/h $99.23, 2941 Nationwide emp 



w/h 208.36, PERD vendor liability $3,097.77, Dept of Treasury vendor liability $13,312.99, MPERA 
vendor liability $6,977.69, ACH Dustin Bachelor $1,625.46, Albert Batterman $2,593.95, Thomas 
Bruha $226.45, Kristi Burns $174.54, Robert Christiaens $1,322.15, Brenda Dietz $1,723.93, Kevin 
Dukart 2,858.72, Cory Efta $1,477.03, Steven Fradenburgh $341.19, James Heaton $1,753.02, 
Heidi Heid $947.84, Lucas Holestine $1,765.12, Shannon Johnson $80.38, Justin LaCroix 
$2,703.96, Leigh Ann LaCroix $309.45, JoDee Pratt $367.91, Angie Rabbitt $2,230.18, Scott 
Rabbitt $1,813.08, Michael Reddick $2,050.93, Daylon Richard $1,526.20, Kyle Rogge $1,391.94, 
Anna Schultz $262.26, Kyle Shear $1,203.14, Tricia Shipman $1,017.53, Randy Spethman 
$1,727.68, Cody Strandbakke $2,120.96, Anna Straub $1,283.92, Sheena Veazey $1,442.12, Mary 
K Wells $495.45, Steven Zachmann $297.56. 
 
 Total Payroll: $85,342.32 
 
The following claims were approved for payment: 
12010 B & B Septic services $180.00, 12011 Dustin Bachelor subsistence/animal control $183.33, 
12012 Baker Ace supplies$885.68, 12013 Baker Metal supplies $2,563.68, 12014 Baker Rexall 
Drug supplies $78.90, 12015 Batterman Law Office stipend $2,000.00, 12016 Blue Tarp parts 
$374.97, 12017 Boss Office Products supplies $572.49, 12018 Brosz Engineering services well #8 
$1,715.00, 12019 Carquest parts $349.76, 12020 Robert Christiaens safety boots $119.96, 12021 
Dakota Pump scada support $1,135.00, 12022 Diamond J Construction pay ap well #8 
$103,152.83, 12023 Direct Electric services $255.03, 12024 DNOW supplies $161.43, 12025 Kevin 
Dukart subsistence $30.00, 12026 Energy Lab services $40.00, 12027 Fallon County Times 
publications $355.65, 12028 Fallon Co. Treasurer maintenance, airport mills $12,857.34, Fallon 
County Water District Jan. collections $3,604.66, 12030 Farmers Union Oil fuel $223.26, 12031 
Brenda Flint services $150.00, 12032 Four Seasons Trophies citizen of year award $106.18, 12033 
Galls Incorp. Supplies $524.95, 12034 Gary Zumbrun Trucking services $2,151.00, 12035 Griffith 
Steel services shop doors $16,321.00, 12036 Hawkins Inc supplies $2,865.09, 12037 Luke 
Holestine travel expense $543.64, 12038 J & M Lumber supplies $14.80, 12039 Justin LaCroix 
subsistence/animal control $183.33, MDU utilities $8,558.10, 12041 Mid-Rivers phone services 
$1,349.88, 12042 Montana Peterbilt parts $106.52, 12043 MT Dept. of Administration annual 
report fee $1,300.00, 12044 MT Dept. of Revenue 1% gross w/h $1,041.95, 12045 MT Dept. of 
Agriculture annual fee $95.00, 12046 Naxin Safety supplies $250.06, 12047 North Baker Water 
District Jan. collections $13,405.73, 12048 Northside Truck & Auto parts $138.18, 12049 
Northwest Pipe Fittings supplies $9.50, 12050 Petty Cash postage/deposit refund $376.57, 12051 
Power Plan parts $1,078.05, 12052 Prairie Fuels supplies $284.40, 12053 Precision Parts parts 
$2,653.48, 12054 Michael Reddick subsistence/animal control $183.33, 12055 Remuda Energy 
services $19.97, 12056 Reynolds supplies $45.83, 12057 Daylon Richard subsistence/animal 
control $183.33, 12058 Rolling Rubber tires/services $1,985.39, 12059 Runnings supplies 
$1,187.87, 12060 SBM Inc supplies $1,273.54, 12061 Sew What services $986.00, 12062 Kyle 
Shear CDL License fee $51.47, 12063 Cody Strandbakke subsistence/animal control $183.33, 
12064 SWS Equipment parts $203.61, 12065 Chemnet Consortium annual fee $100.00, 12066 
Titan Machinery parts $70.91, 12067 US Bank sweeper pymt. $11,107.19, 12068 US Bank Voyager 
fuel $3,282.42, 12069 Utilities Underground Location services $12.56, 12070 Wells Fargo supplies 
$405-13, 12071 Wells Fargo supplies $175.00, 12072 Wells Fargo supplies $377.49, 12073 Wells 
Fargo supplies $9.81. 
 
 Total Claims: $206,834.27 
 
There having been no further business to come before the Baker City Council at this time, Motion 
by Steve Zachmann, Second by Pat Ehret to adjourn at 8:33 pm.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
__________________________________Mayor _________________________Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 


