
THE REGULAR BAKER CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS HELD WEDNESDAY APRIL 19, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. IN 
THE FALLON COUNTY COURTROOM. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor JoDee Pratt, Councilors; Steve Fradenburgh, Leigh Ann LaCroix, Randy 
Morris, Rick Schell, City Attorney; Rich Batterman, Parks Director; Scott Rabbitt, Director of Public 
Works; Luke Holestine, Chief of Police; Mike Reddick and Clerk Treasurer; Kevin Dukart. 
 
GUESTS:  Jordan Mayer, Lonnie Fleck, Steve Zeier, LaRita Huether, Raney Spethman, Mona Madler, 
Shannon Hewson, Robert Pfund, Travis Maschak, Karol Zachmann, Jan and Robert Singer, Scott and 
Debbie Veroye, Curt Williams, John Beach, Jason Griffith, Dan Kramer, Jennifer Mettler. 
 
Motion by Rick Schell, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve the minutes of the meeting of April 5, 
2017 as presented.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Upon receiving the report on the interior inspection of the two concrete water storage tanks  Mayor 
Pratt asked the city council to reconsider having Peccia perform exterior structural tests on the concrete 
water tanks. The interior tank inspectors have stated that the interior show very little signs of 
deterioration and will issue a written report.  Luke stated that with the cost, the liability on the city, the  
work to drain the tank and dig test holes he did not believe it was necessary to test the exterior at this 
time.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Randy Morris to put on hold the exterior structural 
inspector of the concrete storage tanks at this time.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Attorney Batterman reported on the issue to allow the option to donate vacation leave rather than 
forfeit to the city sick leave bank.  Placing a limit on the amount allowed in the sick leave bank as well as 
what an employee may request for a benefit if needed was also brought up.  Motion by Rick Schell, 
Second by Steve Fradenburgh to authorize the sick leave bank committee to meet with Rich to draft a 
policy with noted changes.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve Resolution #669, A Resolution of 
the City of Baker, Montana adopting a new water and sewer service fee schedule.  Morris, LaCroix, 
Fradenburgh, Schell voted Aye.  Motion Carried.   
 
Attorney Batterman drafted an interlocal agreement with Fallon County for the use of vehicles and 
equipment.  Included in the agreement was an attachment to be completed by the department heads 
who are utilizing the vehicles.  Motion by Randy Morris, Second by Rick Schell to approve the draft of 
this agreement.  Morris, LaCroix, Fradenburgh, Schell voted Aye.  Motion Carried.   
 
Scott requested to offer park temporary positions to Trevor Griffith and Keegan Kary.  Motion by Leigh 
Ann LaCroix, Second by Steve Fradenburgh to approve this request.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Scott requested to offer a park temporary position to Isaiah Schell.  Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, 
Second by Randy Morris to approve this request.  Leigh Ann LaCroix, Steve Fradenburgh, Randy Morris 
voted Aye.  Rick Schell abstained.  Motion Carried. 
 
Kevin requested to offer the mosquito control temporary position to Dale Butori.  Motion by Rick Schell, 
Second by Steve Fradenburgh to approve this request.  Motion Carried. All Aye. 



 
Scott requested to purchase 6 garbage receptacles at $417.85 each for the city baseball park area.  
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to approve this request.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Discussed a proposal to upgrade city telephone service through Mid-Rivers. Fallon County is currently  
updating their courthouse phone system. In order for the police office phone system to be compatible 
that department will be required  to upgrade. The increase in this cost will be approximately $3,000.00 
per year. At this time the city and judge office however should they upgrade the total approximate cost 
for all offices annually is $5,000.00.  Mayor Pratt would like to upgrade the office system  as it allows 
options for the phones and has individual lines to each telephone.  Clerk Dukart stated that he was 
unable to visit with the Mid Rivers representative to have questions answered but is currently content 
with system in respect to the increase in costs.  It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting. 
 
7:30 P.M.  Public Hearing 
Mayor Pratt opened the public hearing to consider adopting an ordinance to create the Baker Urban 
Renewal Plan.  Steve Zeier of Zeier Consulting provide a presentation to explain not only the urban 
renewal and tax increase finance district but explain the process that occurred to get to this point. 
 
Robert Singer inquired if the residence that is annexed to the City located on Sunset Trail is included in 
the TIF District.  It is not within the proposed district boundary. 
 
Dan Kramer spoke on the options for use of the funds. It was noted funds may be used for street paving 
in addition to other infrastructure improvements within the district. 
 
John Beach inquired on restriction to the size of the district.  Steve explained in this case the attempt is 
to include the business district. Rich Batterman commented on a past issue that Fallon County was 
involved in that process which restricted the size of the area that may be included in a tax increment 
finance district. 
 
John Beach inquired about ownership of properties on railroad right of way.  Steve stated that 
ownership has no effect on the creation of district. 
 
Jen Mettler inquired on the  effect the district will have on any increase in school mills.  Only property 
values that increase within the district from the base year will be included in what the taxing entities will 
forego as increased revenue for the duration of the TIF.  Steve also stated he believes that the state 
legislature is working on issues involving school mill levies in regards to TIF districts as well. 
 
8:10 P.M.  Public Hearing Closed 
 
Regular meeting continued. 
 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance # 373 
An Ordinance relating to the adoption of the Baker Urban Renewal District; and adopting an urban 
renewal plan including a tax increment provision for the City of Baker, Montana.  Morris, LaCroix, 
Fradenburgh, Schell voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
MAYOR INPUT: 



JoDee reported that the sign at the Senior Citizens Park is in need of repair or replacement.  Mayor Pratt 
asked Scott Rabbitt if during the construction of the bridges and culverts through the city park could the 
contractors utilize the electrical power available  at our parks.   Scott agreed to this request. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Luke introduced Dan Kramer of Montana Rural Water.  Mr. Kramer spoke  about an asset management 
program/spread sheet that he would like the City to consider utilizing.  Use of the program will aid not 
only with  inventory management and budgeting but also with development of a city capital 
improvement plan. The application is free and Dan would like an opportunity to go over the system with 
city officials  Mayor Pratt asked if he would be able to attend or meeting  May 3to present more of this 
information on this system. Mr. Kramer agreed to return at that time. 
 
PARK DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Scott asked for volunteers to assist with interview process for the permanent full time park assistant.  
Leigh Ann and Rick Schell agreed to assist in this process. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Luke presented a proposal from Direct Electric to upgrade the lights at the city mechanic shop from last 
fall. Luke was asked to verify that Direct Electric will honor the amount on the estimate and provide 
funding information and for the next meeting. 
 
Luke requested to purchase the plate compactor for $1,799.00 and a tamper for $2,199.00 as he has 
funds available in the water system budget.   Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to 
approve the request.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
It was noted that there were no one applied for solid waste hauler position so the position will be 
advertised publicly. 
  
CLERK TREASURER INPUT: 
The March 2017 Financial as well as the Quarterly Investment and Pledge Security Reports were 
available for renew.   
 
Kevin also reported that Pattie Brooks of the Lions Club has stated that the Lions are looking for 
community service projects. A current possibility would be to assist those individuals in need during 
clean up week or with assistance on public property, parks, etc. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY INPUT: 
Rich reported that there is no charge to the city for his registration fee for the Attorney Seminar in 
Billings upcoming in May. 
 
Mayor Pratt asked Interstate Engineering to present information on water line cured in place.  Lonnie 
Fleck and Jordan Mayer presented a slide presentation on this process that they were involved in Ray, 
North Dakota recently.  It involves much less digging and the process is able to robotically cut into the 
pipe for the service lines.  For example, in Ray they were able to save approximately 19% over an open 
trench project.  There was also a question of whether this would affect the flow required for fire 
protection.  It is believed that the required flow should be maintained due to pipe materials.  The 
process may be an option to replace many of the city of Baker water mains at a lower cost than open 
trenching. 



 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
Randy Morris:  Discussed involvement by all in clean up week.  JoDee added that she would like to 
encourage all business and residences to wash their sidewalks. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
Curt Williams inquired about an option to pay sewer average rate on his summer usage rather than 
winter as he waters livestock in the winter. 
 
John Beach inquired about the option to charge all lots that have water and sewer  service available a  
minimum charge.  Attorney Batterman stated that he will provide a copy of the ordinance from the 
Town of Ekalaka as they implemented this charge. 
 
The following payroll claims approved for payment: 
2413 Kent Ehret salary $1323.47, 2414 Tanner Fischer salary $1076.99, 2415 Quenton Hickey salary 
$1156.93, 2416 Alissa Miller salary $524.38, 2417 Fallon County Sheriff salary $325.61, 2418 Montana 
Dept. Revenue  w/h $1579.90, 2419 Montana State Fund  premium $3639.39, 2420 Nationwide 
Retirement em w/h $592.76, 2421 Unemployment Insurance qtr. report $720.95, PERD vendor liability 
$2425.39, Dept. Treasury IRS vendor liability $9022.78, MPERA vendor liability $3892.80, Semi-monthly 
ACH Beverly Anderson salary $1256.78, Brenda Dietz salary $493.40, Kevin Dukart salary $2088.75, 
Cameron Farrell-Fox salary $1213.63, James Heaton salary $844.66, Cody Hickey salary $1097.82, Jordan 
Hoffman salary $1097.82, Lucas Holestine salary $1505.31, Ryan James salary $1072.62, Justin LaCroix 
salary $1697.70, Angie Rabbitt salary $2196.35, Scott Rabbitt salary $1397.03, Michael Reddick salary 
$1859.75, Toby Reissig salary $1000.77, Raney Spethman salary $1642.56. 
 
     Total Salary $46,746.30 
 
 
There having been no further business to come before the Baker City Council at this time Motion by Rick 
Schell, Second by Steve Fradenburgh to adjourn at 9:20 P.M.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________Mayor ______________________________Clerk Treasurer 


