
THE REGULAR BAKER CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS HELD WEDNESDAY APRIL 5, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. IN 
THE FALLON COUNTY COURTROOM. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor JoDee Pratt, Councilors; Steve Fradenburgh, Leigh Ann LaCroix, Randy 
Morris and Rick Schell, City Attorney; Rich Batterman, Chief of Police; Mike Reddick, Director of Public 
Works; Luke Holestine, Parks Director; Scott Rabbitt, Planning and Zoning; Mary Grube, Fire Chief; Tom 
Bruha, Clerk Treasurer; Kevin Dukart. 
 
GUESTS:  LaRita Huether, Robert Pfund, Kelly and Angela Heiser, Brenda Dietz, Roy Rost, Gary Swanson, 
Roxanne Brown, Mona Madler, Carl and Gloria Hepperle, Colton Cornwell, Tyler Travis and Allan Barth.  
 
Mayor Pratt presented the 2016 Citizens of the Year Award to Kelly and Angela Heiser. This award given 
annually recognizes local citizens who lead by example in providing service to others in the community. 
 
Motion by Randy Morris, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 
15, 2017 as presented.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to approve payment of claims for March 2017 as 
listed.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
An updated cost estimate from Brosz Engineering was presented for an extension required for the box 
culvert on 3rd Street SW. The extension will to allow for sidewalk to be installed to the culvert at a later 
date.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to approve this cost estimate for the culvert 
extension of $11,312.50.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
 The Montana Local Government Center had provided a website education agreement with the City of 
Baker.  Attorney Batterman stated that he requested changes to the agreement and believes what the 
Center submitted as changes are acceptable for the agreement.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second 
by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve the website education agreement.  Morris, LaCroix, Fradenburgh, Schell 
voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Mayor Pratt requested to plan the spring Baker clean-up days for April 22 thru May 15.  Containers will 
be available as in the past.  JoDee stated that she welcomes any ideas to initiate more effort from 
community members and businesses such as washing sidewalks, local service group involvement etc.  
Motion by Leigh Ann LaCroix, Second by Rick Schell to approve advertisement and container rental costs 
for the  3-week period. Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
JoDee presented bridge design options for a Clayton Hornung Memorial Bridge over Sandstone Creek at 
Steve McClain Park.  One design was for a concrete deck.  It was reported that SMART has $6,500.00 
donation from TransCanada available for this purpose.  Could local donations be solicited also?  The 
total cost of the bridge with a concrete deck will be approximately $20,000.00.  Motion by Steve 
Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell authorize Baker Metal to begin construction of the bridge.   Motion 
Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Mayor Pratt asked to defer the choice of an engineer firm on the street paving project until later in the 
meeting. 
 
There was a request to look into the option of changes to the policy manual to allow vacation time 
otherwise forfeited be donated to the sick bank.  Attorney Batterman stated that prior to a policy 
change the affect of creating a liability for the city should be addressed.  Clerk Dukart stated that 
allowing this would increase the city liability as sick leave is merely  a transfer from one employee record 
to a city record while vacation leave is instead to either be used or forfeited.  Luke stated that he has 
asked to pursue this option as a way to donate leave from employees who may not be able to use leave 
in the grace period due to work load.  Mike Reddick stated that highway patrol allows leave to carried 
until the end if the fiscal year under special circumstances.  Rich agreed to work with Mike and Kevin on   
policy options and report back to the city council. 
 
Scott requested to advertise for 6 temporary employees and 1 full time person permanent position.  The 
county pays 1/2 of the wage and benefit cost on full time employees and 2/3 on the temporary 
employees.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Randy Morris to approve this request.  Motion 
Carried.  All Aye. 
 



Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve schedule of a public hearing for 
the purpose of enacting of an ordinance adopting the Baker Urban Renewal Plan for April 19, 2017 at 
7:30 P.M.   Motion carried.  All Aye. 
 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to approve the renewal of the City of Baker 
employee benefits. The plan will offer the same benefits as previously except the premium on medical 
will increase 3.9%.  Motion Carried.  All Aye.  Clerk Dukart noted that he is awaiting the confirmation of 
the final dollar amount for the Bridger plan to be included on the renewal form from MMIA. 
 
Motion by Rick Schell, Second by Randy Morris to approve the following zoning compliance permits:  
Jerry Moser – fence and deck, Farmers Union Oil Co. – cement approach parking area, Sign Corporation 
for Wells Fargo Bank –  4 building signs.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Mayor Pratt requested to advertise internally for the refuse hauler position internally as Cody Hickey has 
recently resigned.  Motion by Rick Schell, Second by Steve Fradenburgh to approve this request.  Motion 
Carried.  All Aye. 
 
A 40-hour certification on handling asbestos will be held in Butte on May 15.  Luke requested to have 
two employees attend this training due to the requirements on removal of city water lines.  Cost for 
training is $700.00 per applicant plus per diem.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to 
approve Luke and Raney to attend this certification training.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING INPUT: 
Mary stated that Fallon County has amended their subdivision regulations to expedite one lot minor 
subdivisions. After discussion it was decided that the City would not need to amend their subdivision 
regulations for that purpose.  
 
As the growth policy update is complete Mary presented Resolution #668 for consideration.  A 
resolution on intent by the Baker City Council to adopt the 2017 Fallon County Growth Policy update, 
establishing a date for a public hearing and creation of a 30-day public comment period.  Motion by 
Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve Resolution #668.  Morris, LaCroix, 
Fradenburgh, Schell voted Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Mary asked if the City Council would like Forrest Sanderson to apply for a grant for a zoning code update 
for the City of Baker. The council asked if Mary would have Forrest provide a cost estimate to prepare 
and submit the grant application. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Tom reported on the recent area fire chiefs meeting held April 1.  Mayor Pratt attended this meeting 
and the major topic was preparation for potential protests to the Keystone pipeline presented by a DES 
official from Fergus County who gained experience on the matter through assisting North Dakota 
officials at the Dakota Access Pipeline last Fall.  
 
 
Recessed @ 7:55 P.M. 
8:00 P.M.  Back in Session 
 
Mayor Pratt opened the public hearing on proposal to increase the water and sewer rate for the City of 
Baker.  Gary Swanson of Robert Peccia and Associates was asked to present an over view of the recent 
water system preliminary engineer report. Through a power point Gary  covered main water  system 
deficiencies, proposed  projects  to address deficiencies, cost estimates, and potential funding sources. 
 
The public was allowed an opportunity to comment on the PER and the rate increase proposal. 
 
Kelly Heiser inquired about the option to leave asbestos cement pipe in the ground even if it can be 
lined.  Gary replied that prior to construction and line replacement options would be considered in final 
design of the projects. Among those where pipe can be lined or must be dug up and removes. 
 
Colten Cornwell noted that the proposed rates may not cover the increase to costs of projects when the 
City is ready to begin project construction. Mr. Cornwell use the example of the increase in concrete 
prices.  Colton also noted that in study of the 2012 growth policy these same issues were presented in 
the report by the City.  Why did the City wait until now to begin rate increase and improvements?  
Councilor Fradenburgh replied that the City in the past few years has completed several infrastructure 



upgrades in both water and sewer system.  Along with city infrastructure funds both Fallon County and 
TransCanada assisted with some of those projects.  
 
Allen Barth inquired about the rate increase and how it would get to target and when the target rate will 
be adjusted. Mona Madler replied that an update to the target rate for the City of Baker will be 
determined after the 2020 census. Mona also noted the grants are usually in two year cycles. It was also 
pointed out that upon final approval of the proposed rate increase implemented within three years the 
City may begin to apply for grants/loans as long as the  target rate is effective prior to the end of project 
construction.     
 
Mayor Pratt closed the public hearing at 8:46 P.M. 
 
Regular Meeting continued. 
 
The committee met recently on the request for qualifications for engineer services for the east side 
pavement FEMA Project.  The committee stated that they would make the recommendation to the city 
council to choose either Robert Peccia and Associates or Brosz Engineering.  Motion by Steve 
Fradenburgh  Second by Randy Morris to begin contract negotiations with Robert Peccia and Associates 
for the paving project mentioned above. Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
PUBLIC WIORKS DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Luke requested to have 2 city employees attend water and sewer certification training in Glendive April 
13.  Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Randy Morris to allow 2 city employees to attend this 
training.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Luke requested to purchase 3 items – one plate compactor for $1,799.00, one jumping jack tamper for 
$2,199.00 and one 1975 Chevrolet dump truck for $6,000.00.  It was a consensus that Luke to travel to 
Glendive to inspect the truck and present information on available funds in his budgets and report back 
at the next meeting. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY INPUT: 
Rich requested to attend the city attorney training in Billings May 10 – 12.  The cost is $350.00 plus per 
diem.  Motion by Randy Morris, Second by Steve Fradenburgh to approve this request.  Motion Carried.  
All Aye. 
 
The following claims approved for payment: 
10508 Mid-Rivers Telephone services $915.90, 10509 Voyager Fleet Systems fuel $3879.12, 10510 NJA 
Conference  registration $250.00, 10511 ABC Plus parts & labor $1090.91, 10512 Advanced Pump & 
Equipment contract-lift station $1650.00, 10513 Advanced Technology supplies $128.40, 10514 B & B 
Septic pumping service $180.00, 10515 Baker Ace Hardware supplies $1050.74, 10516 Baker Bowling 
Center bowling class $460.00, 10517 Baker Metal & Recycling materials $840.01, 10518 Baker 
Recreation Center life guard classes $245.00, 10519 Batterman Law Office stipend expense $2000.00, 
10520 Lynn Beach contract services $130.00, 10521 Tom Bruha travel $23.00, 10522 Carquest Auto 
parts $82.19, 10523 Chemnet Consortium lab services $80.00, 10524 Collection Professionals balance 
due  $25.58, 10525 D & M Water Services truck services $421.87, 10526 Direct Electric street light repair 
$907.14,  10527 Kevin Dukart subsistence $30.00, 10528 Employers Mutual deductible $1000.00, 10529 
Energy Laboratories water analysis $40.00, 10530 Fallon County Times publications $ 418.90, 10531 
Fallon County Treasurer maintenance contract, tipping fee $7186.99, 10532 Fallon County Water District  
March Collections $5710.73, 10533 Fallon Medical Complex services $1791.00, 10534 Farmers Union Oil 
tire repair $26.00, 10535 Cameron Farrell-Fox subsistence ac contract $183.33, 10536 Brenda Flint 
services $75.00, 10537 Four Seasons Trophies citizen award $103.15, 10538 Galls Incorp patches $44.83, 
10539 Griffith Excavating materials-hauled $2940.00, 10540 Griffith Rental equipment rental $50.00, 
10541 Hanging W Meats services  $175.00, 10542 Hawkins Inc supplies freight $2030.74, 10543 HD 
Supply Waterworks supplies $23.07, 10544 Holmlund Mobile Lock services $235.75, 10545 Ryan James 
subsistence, ac contract $183.33, 10546 KFLN/Newell Broadcasting services $493.00, 10547 Kadrmas 
Lee & Jackson services $297.84, 10548 Justin LaCroix ac contract, subsistence $183.33, 10549 Local 
Government Center registration $415.00, 10550 M.D.U. utilities $8081.38, 10551 Mid-Rivers Telephone 
services $930.40, 10552 Montana Peterbilt parts $1867.53, 10553 MT Dept. Health & Envir annual 
invoice $637.50, 10554 North Fallon Water District March collections $9193.94, 10555 Northwest Pipe 
Fittings-Blg parts $15.99, 10556 Petty Cash postage, deposit refunds $706.51, 10557 Power Plan parts 
$979.59, 10558 Precision Parts parts $897.73, 10559 Quill Corporation supplies $106.75, 10560 Michael 
Reddick subsistence, ac contract $183.33, 10561 Toby Reissig subsistence, ac contract  $183.33, 10562 
Reynolds supplies $9.89, 10563 Rise Fitness annual dues $1500.00, 10564 Riverside Marine & Cycle  
parts $93.34, 10565 Runnings parts $842.58, 10566 Raney Spethman travel expense $515.60, 10567 US 



Postal Service postage stamps $294.00, 10568 Utilities Underground notification fee $7.85, 10569 
Voyager Fleet Systems fuel $3162.78, 10570 Wells Fargo supplies-police $276.87, 10571 Wells Fargo 
supplies-shop $518.98, 10572 Wells Fargo dues, supplies -park $249.78,  10573 Wells Fargo trophies-fire 
$549.60, 10574 Wells Fargo supplies – rec $617.43, 10575 Wyrick Construction 100 yds. gravel 
$1500.00. 
 
     Total Claims:  $71,919.53 
 
 
The following payroll approved for payment: 
2400 Kent Ehret salary $1441.75, 2401 Tanner Fischer salary $1179.55, 2402 Quenton Hickey salary 
$1261.58, 2403 Kori Kary salary $278.89, 2404 Linda Kennel salary $29.88, 2405 Alissa Miller salary 
$1273.53, 2406 Anna Straub salary $239.07, 2407 AFLAC premium $82.48, 2408 Fallon County Sheriff 
Office garnishment $352.64, 2409 Liberty National Life premium $39.51, 2410 MMIA health premium 
$15561.03, 2411 Montana Dept. Revenue em w/h $2292.07, 2412 Nationwide Retirement em w/h 
$752.80, PERD  retirement vendor liability $2785.66, MPERA retirement vendor liability $5869.67, Dept. 
Treasury IRS vendor liability $13682.96, Semi-Monthly ACH Beverly Anderson salary $1372.05, Albert 
Batterman salary $2674.15, Nicole Benefiel salary $1356.56, Thomas Bruha salary $226.37, Brenda Dietz 
salary $998.06, Kevin Dukart salary $3618.41, Cameron Farrell-Fox salary $1621.84, Steve Fradenburgh 
salary $241.77, James Heaton salary $927.94, Cody Hickey salary $1202.46, Jordan Hoffman salary 
$1202.46, Lucas Holestine salary $1438.70, Ryan James salary $1467.18, Moriah Kesinger salary 
$448.40, Justin LaCroix salary $2049.70, Leigh Ann LaCroix salary $221.06, Rebecca LaCRoix salary 
$272.90, Randy Morris salary $241.77, JoDee Pratt salary $296.01, Angie Rabbitt salary $2002.85, Scott 
Rabbitt salary $1460.18, Michael Reddick salary $1859.75, Toby Reissig salary $1245.30, Rick Schell 
salary $223.91, Anna Schultz salary $206.45, Tricia Shipman salary $1028.07, Raney Spethman salary 
$1550.88, Mary K Wells salary $473.49. 
 
     Total Salary $79,015.74 
 
 
There having been no further business to come before the Baker City Council at this time Motion by Rick 
Schell, Second by Steve Fradenburgh to adjourn at 9:10 P.M.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________Mayor ______________________________Clerk Treasurer 


