
THE REGULAR BAKER CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS HELD WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2016 AT 7:00 
P.M. IN THE FALLON COUNTY COURTROOM. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor; JoDee Pratt, Councilors; Steve Fradenburgh, Randy Morris, Leigh Ann 
LaCroix, Rick Schell, City Attorney; Rich Batterman, Chief of Police; Mike Reddick, Fire Chief; Tom Bruha, 
Public Works Foreman; Raney Spethman and Clerk Treasurer; Kevin Dukart. 
 
GUESTS:  Jason Rittal, Robert Pfund, Deb Ranum, Beth Epley, Kitty Russell, Mona Madler, Sherry Vogel, 
LaRita and Lucinda Huether, Rich Menger. 
 
Motion by Randy Morris, Second by Rick Schell to approve the minutes of the meeting of November 2, 
2016 as presented.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Clerk Dukart gave an update on the water system preliminary engineer report from Gary Swanson of 
Robert Peccia and Associates.  If all goes as scheduled a public hearing on the final draft of the PER will 
be held at the December 21, 2016 city council meeting. 
 
Mayor Pratt stated that Justin Qualley has declined the offer for employment with the city dept. of 
public works.  Jim Heaton who was also interviewed was offered that position and has accepted. Mr.  
Heaton will report to work  on November 28, 2016. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Beth Epley of Eastern Plains Economic Development Corporation spoke to city officials on the upcoming 
update to the 5-county area comprehensive economic development strategic planning  process.  Beth 
stated that she would be in contact with Clerk Dukart as the process continues. City officials will be 
asked to provide input  plan as it develops in the upcoming months. 
 
Larita Huether presented a copy of the water and sewer tax lien for 2016 that was given to the 
Department of Revenue to be assessed to two properties in Baker.  LaRita stated that she was 
concerned that since the properties listed have since changed ownership she had questions and  
concerns on the process. Major concerns were that the assessment form had no signature, subsequent 
property owners were not notified nor aware the assessment had been made, Michele, Fallon County 
Abstract was told she could not get  information from the city on the utility account delinquencies.  
LaRita also inquired as to when the City of Baker begin to attempt collection using this process. 
 
Clerk Dukart stated that when he  presented  the assessment request to revenue office there was no 
mention that the notice was insufficient at that time.  Kevin also stated that it should be recognized 
there are limits as to why and when utility billing information can be released to the public. The City 
begin to collect  delinquent water and sewer charges utilizing this state statute this past May.   
 
Attorney Batterman stated he believes the state statute was followed in this matter.  Bankers, sellers, 
buyers, and the title companies would have the information available upon the proper release by the 
seller or by procedures followed in the case of a foreclosure.   Rich suggested that in the future  the title 
company  should contact the city for current delinquency information for real estate transactions with 
the understanding without property owner release city employees may or may not be able to be provide 
information on utility accounts.  
 
LaRita also inquired about the process to collect delinquent utility bills by the city.  This process was 
explained that prior to actual disconnection of service  customer are allowed two months or more  to 
bring accounts current. 
 
LaRita asked that the city to consider filing and recording liens on these properties in the future.  
 
7:30 P.M.  Opened Bids for Surplus Vehicles or Equipment: 
1971 Ford step side pickup $100.00 Buddy LaBree  Miles City 
1950  Model John Deere tractor with mower $513.00 Chad Arnold Baker 
1982  Ford Fire Engine $1,500.00 Walter Barry Del Bonita Fire Dept. Cut Bank 
2003  Sterling Whirlwind street sweeper $9,500.00 1950 John Deere tractor with mower $1,500.00 
1992 Stone Packer $100.00. Jasen Wyrick of Wyrick Construction Baker. 
 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to accept all sealed bids and the high bid for the 
John Deere tractor with mower. 
 



Discussion:  Tom Bruha asked the Council to reject the $1,500.00 bid for the 1982 Ford fire truck at this 
time.  Fradenburgh agreed to rescind the above motion. 
 
Motion by Steve Fradenburgh, Second by Rick Schell to accept the following bids only: 
1971  Ford $100.00 Buddy LaBree 
1962 Chevy truck $120.00 Iven Felt 
2003 Sterling street sweeper  $9,500.00, 1950 John Deere with mower    $1,500.00 
1992 stone packer $100.00 Jason Wyrick  
Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
Tom stated that he will contact the bidder on the 1982 Ford pumper truck as well as two other fire 
depts. that had initially shown an interest to see if they will offer more for the vehicle. 
 
Rick Schell offered $100.00 for the 1999 ford van as no bids were received.  Motion by Randy Morris, 
Second by Steve Fradenburgh to accept the offer of $100.00 from Rick Schell for this vehicle.  Morris, 
Fradenburgh, LaCroix voted Aye.  Schell abstained.  Motion Carried.  
 
Bid Opening Closed  
 
Rich Menger spoke about the recent upper Baker lake inspection.  The control system that operates the  
head gate controller does  not  work properly.  Rich urged the Council to consider having electrical 
power installed to the head gate to correct this problem. Rich gave an  estimate the cost under 
$5000.00 for the electrical services to the site. 
 
Mona Madler reported that the planning board met earlier this month and approved a letter confirming 
the draft urban renewal plan conforms with the growth policy. 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment report:  Clerk Dukart reported that the city zoning board of adjustment met 
last night and granted 3 variances.  Tim and Kathy Schwindt setback for landing and steps.  William and 
Christine Losing setback for garage and Courtney Dietz setback for storage shed. 
 
Mayor Pratt reported that  Forrest Sanderson reported that the grant funding approval for the Town of 
Plevna and City of Baker zoning code draft and update will likely not be approved until  May of 2017. 
 
Reviewed the list of City  officials and employees for Christmas bonus of Baker Bucks   Motion by Steve 
Fradenburgh, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to approve a $100.00 in Baker Bucks for full-time and $50.00 
for part-time employees and officials as listed.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
MAYOR INPUT: 
JoDee commended the city crew for placing the banners the city business district. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Raney stated they plan to have Christmas decorations and lights up prior to Thanksgiving. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT INPUT: 
Chief Reddick reported that he placed the ad to fill the open patrol position this week. 
 
CLERK TREASURER INPUT: 
The October 2016 financial report was available for review. 
 
Kevin reported that he will place an ad for individuals interesting to serve on the zoning board of 
adjustments. The board has two vacancies. 
 
It was also noted that former Mayor Clayton Hornung was awarded a lifetime achievement award from 
the Montana League of Cities and Towns.  Darlene agreed to have the plaque presented by the league to 
her to be displayed in the city office. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY INPUT: 
Attorney Batterman commented on the recent correspondence sent out by the local government review 
committee.  Rich stated that he discussed the issue with the county attorney and county election 
officials and agrees to the  consensus that the proper steps were not followed to get a recommendation 
to the voters on the ballot.  Rich also noted as the city attorney he is concerned that the city did not 
have proper representation throughout this process as required per statutes on the local government 
review.  He invited any further inquiries by city officials to his office on this issue. 



 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
Randy Morris:  None. 
 
Leigh Ann LaCroix:  None. 
 
Steve Fradenburgh:  Inquired about action to have inactive vehicles, boats, trailers etc. moved from the 
streets.  Mike reported that a notice was placed on the most recent utility bills to that effect.  
 
 
Rick Schell:  None. 
 
The following payroll approved for payment: 
2311 Kent Ehret salary $1304.59, 2312 Tanner Fischer salary $395.15, 2313 Quenton Hickey salary 
$1064.75, 2314 Alissa Miller salary $751.37, 2315 Isaiah Schell salary $186.79, 2316 Montana Dept. 
Revenue em w/h $1525.75, 2317 Montana State Fund premium $3629.29, 2318 Nationwide Retirement 
em w/h $592.76, P.E.R.D.  retirement vendor liability $2463.76, Dept. Treasury  IRS  vendor liability 
$3585.21, MPERA  retirement vendor liability $3585.21, Semimonthly ACH Beverly Anderson salary 
$1254.49, Brenda Dietz salary $534.58, Kevin Dukart salary $1448.00, Cameron Farrell-Fox salary 
$1323.00, Steve Fradenburgh salary $241.77, Luke Hauke salary $1061.96, Cody Hickey salary $1136.85, 
Jordan Hoffman salary $1136.85, Lucas Holestine salary $1481.98, Ryan James salary $1469.04, Justin 
LaCroix salary $1283.44, Angie Rabbitt salary $1764.50, Scott Rabbitt salary $1384.22, Michael Reddick 
salary $1859.33, Raney Spethman salary $1356.27. 
 
     Total Payroll:  $42,887.55 
 
There having been no further business to come before the Baker City Council at this time Motion by Rick 
Schell, Second by Leigh Ann LaCroix to adjourn at 8:00 P.M.  Motion Carried.  All Aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________Mayor ___________________________City Clerk Treasurer 


